August 10th, 2003
Hi Gavin

Thanks for your latest e-mail. I read it a few minutes ago before starting the letters. It is good that you are able to look at a few of the helicopter schools. Good too that you had a flight. I’m sorry to say that I still have not looked at any of the online helicopter school sites you sent. But I will. This past week, I finally finished the writing of the teacher’s book for the revised HK Chemistry book. That will give me a bit more free time. In an earlier mail you mentioned about the HK Government site about helicopter routes and pictures. I will look at that too.

In your letter, you admitted that you sometimes get angry. It is good that you acknowledge it and admit that it irritates you. Basically, you are a good bloke with a good heart. (I hope you don’t mind me saying that, but it is true, and often we need people to tell us things that reinforce our good characteristics.) You are right too in saying that the order and discipline you get in the military can affect the way you react. This is part of what I was saying in an earlier letter about guys who spend most of their life in the military and are unable to adjust to civilian life, which often seems so chaotic and poorly disciplined. 

Got an e-mail from Leonie, with pictures on the ‘Rez’ which I guess means ‘reservation.’ The trailer she lived in seems to be a bit grotty but I guess it was OK. Couldn’t see any air-conditioners in the windows so it must have been quite hot. Anyway, she seems to have had an interesting summer. Watched a 20/20 programme the other night about US National Parks which was about the big increase in violence that has occurred in recent years, and that the Park rangers are often ‘armed to the teeth’ to combat all sorts of crime. Especially bad are parks in Arizona, which is where Leonie was, I think.

I mentioned last week about HK School Certificate results coming out this past week. Only about 40% of those who qualify for Form 6 are able to find a school. Education in HK is only free (and compulsory) for 9 years, which for most students, means up to Form 3. There are enough places in Forms 4 and 5 for those who want it and fees are very low. Fees are a little bit higher in Form 6 and 7, but there are fewer places available. 


Exercise not too bad this past week. There was a thunderstorm warning on one of my swimming days and as the pool was closed, I did rowing. Surprised how good it was. Rowing for 25 minutes and did just over 6000 metres, somewhat more than I had done before for the same time. In the gym, have not been including the fast treadmill runs – just shorter, slower ones. 


I have told you that the Real Madrid soccer team is on an Asian tour. Well, they were in HK for a few days last week. Arrived from Japan on Wednesday evening and played their match on Friday evening, beating HK 4 – 2. I watched the match occasionally on TV, just during advertisement breaks from other programmes, but didn’t actually see any of the goals being scored. The was a lot of ‘soccermania’ while they were here. Also, a bit like the old days of the Rugby 7s with people queuing up early and rushing into the stadium to get the best seats when the gates opened. One sour point with the fan(atic)s was the cancellation of the team’s evening training session on Wednesday as they were ‘too tired’ even though people were in the stadium waiting for them to turn up. But the team was not too tired later that night when they spent most of the night at local clubs. 


Yesterday afternoon, I watched the Rugby test between NZ and SA in Dunedin. The All Blacks won, but only by 19 – 11, and were made to struggle by a revitalised Springbok team. Each side scored just one try. It seems that the present All Blacks play better on the drier, faster fields common in SA and Australia. Also, they don’t like evening matches; these are now common in NZ to fit in with audiences around the world. So, NZ have won the tri-nations series but still have one more game next week, against Australia in Auckland. 

That’s about it for now. Very short letter indeed! 

Cheers,

Dad
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